
QUESTIONS FOR ORJIAKOR ISIOGU 
APPOINTED MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 
 
 
 
 

1. What qualifies you to serve on the Public Service Commission (PSC)? 
 

2. Do you have any interest, financial or otherwise, in any entity regulated by the 
PSC? 

 
3. What will be your guiding philosophy in carrying out the duties of the PSC? 

 
4. What do you view as your primary duties as Chair of the PSC? 

 
5. What experience do you have in managing an agency the size of the PSC? 

 
6. As you know, having well trained PSC staff is important to creating and 

administrating regulations.  How will you administer, retain, and obtain effective 
staff members? 

 
7. Having the unique experience of being a staff person at the PSC prior to your 

appointment, are there any immediate changes you will seek to make to the PSC?  
What long-term changes do you anticipate recommending for the PSC? 

 
8. What role, if any, does politics play in the operations of the PSC? 

 
9. What is the appropriate relationship between the PSC and the Legislature? 

 
10. Please describe the appropriate relationship between the PSC and the Department 

of Labor and Economic Growth. 
 

11. Is it appropriate for the administration to seek to affect the outcome of matters 
properly before the PSC? 

 
12. In 1975, Attorney General Frank Kelley stated in an Attorney General Opinion 

that the chair of the PSC presides at meetings of the Commission, but after that, 
needs the concurrence of at least one other commissioner to implement 
management and organizational matters affecting the operation of the PSC.  Will 
you seek to challenge or change that opinion? 

 
13. Under what circumstances will you seek outside counsel for the PSC? 

 
14. Do you think all customers should pay their actual share for electric service? 

 



15. What criteria should weigh most heavily when considering a request by a public 
utility for a rate increase? 

 
16. According to recent reports, natural gas consumption will increase because of 

increased demand by residential and commercial customers, and electrical power 
production.  What can the Commission do to address rising natural gas prices?  
Would you advocate for the implementation of a multi-year price freeze to 
achieve stability? 

 
17. What sources of energy do you consider to be renewable? 

 
18. What do you consider to be alternative energy? 

 
19. Do you favor a mandated renewable portfolio standard (RPS) or a voluntary 

standard?  Why? 
 

20. What RPS level(s) do you believe are feasible in Michigan and over what time 
line(s)? 

 
21. Do you favor the 21st Century Energy Plan?  What is the expected cost of 

implementing the Governor’s RPS proposal? 
 

22. Can the goals of the 21st Century Energy Plan be reached with the structure 
created in P.A. 141? 

 
23. The Michigan Legislature restructured the investor-owned electric industry (PA 

141).  Has this resulted in the degree of competition initially anticipated?  If not, 
then why, in your opinion, has this not happened? 

 
24. Competition for residential customers has occurred between natural gas suppliers.  

It hardly exists among electricity suppliers for those same customers.  Why?  Can 
this situation be changed? 

 
25. Energy costs are important factors in a state’s economy and Michigan pays more 

for electricity than neighboring states.  Does this concern you?  Why are 
Michigan’s rates relatively higher?  As a member of the PSC, what will you do to 
keep Michigan’s electric rates low? 

 
26. Energy demands continue to increase.  What steps will you take to ensure 

Michigan’s electric and natural gas supplies remain stable and reliable?  Do you 
support the construction of traditional large base-load plants to meet future 
demand and replace current supply?  Do you believe Michigan’s pipeline 
connections to interstate supplies are sufficient to meet existing and future 
demand? 

 



27. Do you support moving to a cleaner burning coal?  Coal gasification?  How 
would such a move impact Michigan’s environment and business climate? 

 
28. What is the status of competition in the telephone industry following the 

legislature’s recent re-writing of the Michigan Telecommunications Act? 
 

29. You played a key role in negotiating the video franchise law.  How is the law 
working? 

 
30. What consideration should the environment be given in utility regulation and law? 

 
31. Many states regulate water and sewer rates.  Do you think Michigan should?  

Why? 
 

32. Do you think Michigan needs a long term energy plan?  Why?  If you think the 
state does need a long term energy plan, what should its components be? 

 
33. Currently, the Commission regulates electricity, natural gas, petroleum, 

telecommunications, video franchising and renewable energy program.  Do you 
think it is necessary for the Commission to also regulate the movement of 
intrastate household goods? 

 
34. Last year the PSC issued 438 orders and 38 (or 8.7%) of those were motor carrier 

orders.  What level of resources does the PSC devote to its Motor Carrier Division 
and what level of revenue does the Division generate?  How does this compare to 
other PSC divisions? 

 
 
 
 






















